




CONNECTIVITY: 
One of the greatest benefits of the location of Western Downs 
is the connectivity and proximity to the supply chain and 
relevant markets.

Once the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing is open it will 
be an easy two - three hours drive north-west of Brisbane 
and less than one - two hours from Toowoomba, depending 
on where the business is located within the Western Downs. 
Reduced transport times equal reduced costs and turnaround 
times for your business. 

Ease of highway access including the Leichhardt, Moonie 
and Warrego Highways, the construction of the Toowoomba 
Second Range Crossing and rail networks such as the 
Western Rail Line increase connectivity and provide direct 
access to store cattle producers in the north-west, Southern 
Queensland abattoirs, the Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport and 
the Port of Brisbane. 

The Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport opens export opportunities 
through Queensland’s only dedicated 747-8 International 
Freighter Service.

The rail network transports containerised freight to the Port 
of Brisbane for export, with imminent rail tunnel upgrades 
allowing for transport of ‘Hi Cube’ containers. The Inland Rail 
national project will link the Port of Melbourne and the Port of 
Brisbane by rail, via central-west NSW and Toowoomba. 

PROCESSING:
Southern Queensland meat processing facilities are located 
right on the doorstep of the Western Downs, with a kill 
capacity that makes up 70% of national totals. 6

There are two options available to sell cattle within the 
Western Downs region:

•	 Online e-commerce (auction) and

•	 A state of the art regional saleyards facility located  
	 in Dalby.

The Dalby Regional Saleyards are the largest same-day prime 
and store cattle yards in Australia and the second largest 
selling and auctioning centre nationally. For the year 2018-
2019, in excess of 200,000 head of cattle will be sold through 
the Dalby Saleyards. 4

Development approval has been granted for an abbattoi 
located at Jimbour that will be capable of processing a 
maximum of 20,000 tonnes of beef and pork per annum. This 
new facility will need to be completed by November 2020 
under the current approval. 
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REGIONAL PROFILE: 
Known as the Energy Capital of Queensland, the Western 
Downs is experiencing high economic growth, investment, 
consistently high employment and includes some 38,000 km 
of land. The region boasts an impressive $6 billion worth 
of approved renewables, with another $1.2 billion under 
construction.6

One of the greatest benefits of the location of the Western 
Downs is the connectivity and proximity to the supply chain 
and relevant markets.

Another is a rural labor pool resulting in good workforce 
relations and retention rates and a diversity of industries 
with high workforce attraction.

The Gross Regional Product (GRP) of the Western Downs 
region has increased by 139.25% ($2,327m) over 15 years to 
reach nearly $4 billion. 4

Home to a growing population of more than 34,000 
residents, the Western Downs offers contemporary 
technology and opportunities in a friendly regional location.

Modern facilities such as aquatic and fitness centres, art 
galleries, museums, cinemas and civic centres bring a 
metropolitan feeling to rural communities.

 

 
The region also offers residents accessibility to public and 
privately run medical and health care services including 
access to hospitals, medical centres, dental and other 
health care professionals.

The roll-out of the National Broadband Network (NBN) 
and increasing mobile and internet coverage has positively 
impacted the global connectivity of businesses, lifting 
productivity and profitability. 

Residents enjoy a lower cost of living due to affordable 
housing ($217K average house price), ease of access to 
schools, work and retail outlets, with the NBN providing the 
network connectivity required for families and businesses to 
flourish. 2

It also offers a growing diverse regional economy across 
agriculture, intensive agriculture, manufacturing, resources 
and renewable energy.

INNOVATION
Digital technologies create opportunity for growth and 
transformation. Technology is a continually evolving 
field and the Western Downs offers local businesses 
contemporary communication solutions via NBN access to 
stay connected and current. 
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