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Citation and commencement 
 
This planning scheme may be cited as the Western Downs Planning Scheme. 
 
A notice was published in the Government Gazette No. 377on (DATE) for the planning scheme 
for the Western Downs local government area. . 
 
The commencement date for the planning scheme was (DATE).  
 
Amendments to the planning scheme are included at Appendix 2. 
 

 
Community statement 
 
Western Downs has an unforgettable mix of physical attractions, diverse cultural assets and great 
people; making for a healthy and balanced lifestyle.  
 
The world class attractions of the Western Downs are prime quality agricultural land and the dramatic 
landscape features; including wide open spaces and the magnificent Bunya Mountains National Park.  
 
The Western Downs people are connected and caring, easy going and friendly.  Residents cherish 
their amazingly rich community life and warmly embrace new residents drawn to the area.  The towns 
and villages in the Western Downs are appealing places to live and visit.  Visitors come again and 
again for a change in pace and scene, to soak themselves in the experience of the Western Downs 
and to spend time with the locals.  
 
Western Downs is a showcase for good regional governance and management, with shared 
responsibilities and partnership across all sectors.  
 
Western Downs in a place of innovation, progress and outstanding economic success.  The economic 
activity of the region respects the environment, with opportunities and benefits shared by all.  Its long 
standing role as a vital food bowl has been strengthened while the region has developed major new 
industries in the energy sector and through value adding.  
 
Western Downs is 'A Destination'; and attractive yet affordable and welcoming place to live and visit.    

 
Editor's Note - the community statement is extrinsic material to the planning scheme.  

 
Strategic vision 
 
Council and the community has a strategic vision that the Western Downs will be: 

• A strong sustainable region that is economically and socially resilient;  

• A region that enables, promotes and facilitates economic development opportunities by 
encouraging new industries and commerce initiatives whilst protecting our natural resources;  

• Encourages technological innovation and value adding opportunities; 

• Promotes and facilitates investment attraction opportunities; 

• Ensures the provision of infrastructure (including social) to meet the needs and expectations 
of the community;  

• Provides opportunities for people to age in place; 

• Provides a range of housing options to suit the needs of residents; and 

• A region that is recognised as finding an equilibrium between the built and natural 
environments.  

 
Editor’s note—the strategic vision is extrinsic material to the planning scheme. Note that as part of public notification of planning 
scheme, the community will be asked to provide  feedback on what their vision for the region is.  
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